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I. INTRODUCTION 

The evaluation of educational programmes against international standards and 
their  recognition  at  the  international  level  are  among  the  key  factors  in  the 
development of the education system. In this process, international accreditation is 
recognised as one of the most effective instruments for the independent external 
evaluation of the quality of education.

In  recent  years,  the  interest  of  educational  organisations  in  Uzbekistan in 
undergoing international  accreditation,  and their  need for  it,  have been growing 
steadily.  However,  the  reliability  and  international  recognition  of  accreditation 
outcomes are determined, first and foremost, by the reputation, independence and 
professional capacity of the accreditation organisation conducting the process, as well 
as by its compliance with the principles of international quality assurance.

Accordingly, the choice of reliable and internationally recognised accreditation 
organisations has become particularly important for educational organisations. This, 
in turn, creates the need to evaluate and recognise accreditation organisations and to 
compile reliable information about them in a systematic manner.

To fulfil  these  tasks,  the  National  Quality  Assurance Agency for  Education 
under the Administration of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan (hereinafter 
– the National Agency) maintains the Register of International, Foreign and Non-State 
Accreditation Organisations Recognised in the Republic of Uzbekistan (hereinafter – 
the Register).

The Register serves to evaluate accreditation organisations operating in the 
field of international quality assurance against established criteria, to systematise 
information on their activities and to provide a reliable source of information for 
higher education institutions. At the same time, it helps to ensure a unified approach 
in international accreditation processes,  to increase the transparency of decision-
making and to  strengthen the  institutional  foundations  of  the  quality  assurance 
system in education.

The Register serves to reduce the risk of cooperation with organisations in the 
international accreditation services market that do not meet quality requirements or 
lack  sufficient  international  recognition,  to  protect  the  interests  of  educational 
organisations and to support the international integration of the national education 
system.
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This  review  presents  analytical  information  on  the  regulatory  and  legal 
framework for maintaining the Register,  the criteria for selecting and evaluating 
accreditation organisations, the monitoring mechanisms, the current composition of 
the Register and the priority areas for its improvement.
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II. REGULATORY AND LEGAL BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE REGISTER 

In order to  introduce a  unified system for  the recognition of  international 
accreditation  organisations  in  the  country,  the  necessary  regulatory  and  legal 
framework for establishing the Register has been put in place.

In  particular,  the  main  mechanisms  for  establishing  and  maintaining  the 
Register  of  International,  Foreign  and  Non-State  Accreditation  Organisations 
Recognised in the Republic of Uzbekistan are governed by the Regulation on the 
Procedure  for  Institutional  and  Programme  State  Accreditation  of  Organisations 
Providing Secondary Specialised, Vocational, Higher and Postgraduate Education, as 
well as Retraining and Professional Development, approved by Resolution No. 498 of 
the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 6 August 2025.

This document establishes the procedure for the institutional and programme 
state  accreditation  of  educational  organisations,  as  well  as  the  general  legal 
framework for establishing and maintaining the Register of International, Foreign 
and Non-State Accreditation Organisations Recognised in the Republic of Uzbekistan.

In addition, the maintenance of the Register,  the inclusion of accreditation 
organisations  in  the  Register,  the  monitoring  of  their  activities  and  the  regular 
updating  of  the  Register  are  governed  by  the  ‘Regulation  on  the  Procedure  for 
Maintaining  the  Register  of  International,  Foreign  and  Non-State  Accreditation 
Organisations Recognised in the Republic of Uzbekistan and for Monitoring Their 
Activities  in  the  Accreditation  of  Educational  Programmes’  (hereinafter  –  the 
Regulation),  approved  by  Order  No. 9  of  the  Director  of  the  National  Agency  of 
27 January 2026.

Under the Regulation, accreditation organisations are included in the Register 
on  the  basis  of  a  decision  of  the  Commission  for  Maintaining  the  Register  of 
Accreditation Organisations.

In  this  regard,  the  main  evaluation  criteria  taken  into  account  are  the 
accreditation organisation’s authority to carry out such activities, its experience in the 
field  of  quality  assurance,  its  membership  of  international  quality  assurance 
networks, the results of its international accreditation activities, the composition of its 
pool  of  experts,  the compliance of  its  activities  with the legislation and national 
interests of the Republic of Uzbekistan, and the public disclosure of information on its 
activities on its official website.
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Furthermore,  mechanisms  have  also  been  introduced  for  the  regular 
monitoring of the activities of accreditation organisations included in the Register, the 
continuous updating of Register data and the application of appropriate measures to 
organisations that do not meet the established requirements.

This  system  enables  educational  organisations  to  choose  internationally 
recognised and reliable accreditation organisations. This, in turn, serves to broaden 
the recognition of international accreditation outcomes, to ensure the transparency 
and reliability of external quality evaluation processes in education and to further 
accelerate  the  integration  of  Uzbekistan’s  higher  education  system  into  the 
international education area.
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III. MECHANISMS  FOR  SELECTING  ACCREDITATION  ORGANISATIONS  AND 
INCLUDING THEM IN THE REGISTER 

3.1 Conditions for inclusion in the Register

The  system  for  including  international  accreditation  organisations  in  the 
Register is an institutional mechanism based on clearly defined requirements and 
evaluation criteria. This mechanism is aimed at ensuring the professional capacity of 
accreditation  organisations  participating  in  the  state  accreditation  process,  the 
transparency of their activities and their compliance with international standards. In 
this way, it is ensured that only reliable and reputable accreditation organisations that 
meet the established requirements are included in the Register.

Under the current procedure, accreditation organisations to be included in the 
Register are evaluated against the following main criteria:

holding the appropriate authority to operate as an accreditation organisation;

its  international  accreditation  requirements,  evaluation  criteria  and 
procedures not contradicting the requirements and procedures established for state 
accreditation in the Republic of Uzbekistan;

being a full member of international networks in the field of quality assurance 
in education;

having carried out the international accreditation of educational programmes 
of  at  least  5  higher  education  institutions  included in  the  TOP-300 of  reputable 
international rankings;

foreign experts accounting for at least 30 per cent of its pool of experts;

its activities complying with the legal and moral foundations of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan and not contradicting national values or socio-political interests;

having published open and up-to-date information on its official website about 
the educational organisations it has internationally accredited.

These criteria make it possible to comprehensively evaluate the institutional 
capacity, international recognition, expert resources and openness of international 
accreditation organisations, as well  as their compliance with the requirements of 
national legislation.
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3.2 Submission of applications

As a rule, the process of inclusion in the Register is initiated on the basis of a 
written or electronic application from the accreditation organisation. At the same 
time, all international organisations that meet the established requirements may 
also be included in the Register on the initiative of the National Agency.

The application is  accompanied by the organisation’s  founding documents, 
documents confirming its authority, its accreditation methodology and reports on the 
results of accreditations carried out at higher education institutions ranked in the 
TOP-300.

3.3 Time limits for the consideration of applications

The preliminary review of applications is carried out by the National Agency 
within five working days. If no deficiencies are identified in the documents, they are 
submitted to the Commission and the applicant is notified accordingly.

If there are deficiencies, a period of at least ten working days is granted to 
remedy them,  and the  consideration of  the  application is  suspended during  this 
period. Where the deficiencies are not remedied within the set period, the application 
is rejected.

The final decision on inclusion in the Register is taken by a special commission. 
The Commission is formed by order of the Director of the National Agency and has an 
odd number of members, at least five; where necessary, independent external experts 
may also be involved in its work. In the event of a conflict of interest, the member 
concerned is excluded from the discussion and decision-making process.

The Commission comprehensively evaluates the accreditation organisation’s 
compliance with the established criteria and takes a decision on its inclusion in the 
Register or on the rejection of its application.

The  decision  is  adopted  by  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  the 
Commission members; in the event of a tie, the Chair has the casting vote. The 
decision is recorded in minutes, and the process is to be completed within thirty days 
from the date on which the documents are received by the Commission.
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If  a  positive  decision  is  taken,  the  accreditation  organisation  is  issued  a 
certificate valid for five years, and this information is  published on the official 
website of the National Agency1.

Conversely,  the  identification  of  inaccurate  information  in  the  documents 
submitted,  the  absence  of  the  necessary  authority  or  non-compliance  with  the 
requirements of legislation constitute grounds for refusing inclusion in the Register. 
Inclusion in the Register, the consideration of applications and the issue of certificates 
are free of charge.

1 Register of International Accreditation Organisations
URL: https://nqaae.uz/uz/international-accreditation 
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IV.  SYSTEM FOR THE EVALUATION AND MONITORING OF ACCREDITATION 
ORGANISATIONS

The  regular  evaluation  and  monitoring  of  the  activities  of  accreditation 
organisations included in the Register is an important component of this system. 
Through  it,  compliance  of  the  registered  organisations  with  the  established 
requirements and criteria, their impartiality and transparency, and the reliability of 
external quality evaluation processes are kept under constant review.

Monitoring  is  carried  out  at  least  once  every  three  years  and  involves  a 
comprehensive analysis of stakeholders’ appeals and complaints, the conclusions of 
international experts and the organisation’s adherence to the established standards, 
methodology and rules of professional ethics.

The monitoring process also examines the soundness of the decisions taken by 
the accreditation organisation, the formation of its expert panels, the transparency of 
its evaluation processes, and the quality of its reports and their consistency with 
international  practice.  This  serves  to  ensure  the  impartiality  of  accreditation 
processes and the reliability of their outcomes.

Where monitoring identifies deficiencies or deviations from the established 
requirements,  a  written  notice  requiring  them  to  be  remedied  is  sent  to  the 
organisation,  and a period of  at  least  one month is  set  for the deficiencies to be 
remedied.

During this period, the organisation must take the necessary measures and 
submit  appropriate  evidence  of  their  implementation.  If  the  deficiencies  are  not 
remedied  within  the  set  period,  or  the  explanations  provided  are  found  to  be 
insufficient, the matter is referred to the Commission for consideration.

The procedure for removal from the Register is likewise based on openness, 
transparency and procedural safeguards. In particular, the accreditation organisation 
is  formally  notified  at  least  one  week  before  the  matter  is  considered  by  the 
Commission, and its representative is given the opportunity to attend the Commission 
meeting, to set out the organisation’s position and to submit additional evidence.

An organisation is removed from the Register in the following cases:

upon its liquidation or at its own voluntary request;

where corruption or other unlawful acts are found to have been committed;
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where it is confirmed that an external evaluation report was prepared on the 
basis of forged or invalid documents;

where  accreditation  is  found  to  have  been  carried  out  in  breach  of  the 
requirements of legislation;

where deficiencies identified during monitoring are not remedied within the set 
period.

A decision on removal from the Register is published on the official website of 
the National Agency.
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V. CURRENT STATUS OF THE REGISTER

At  present,  31  international,  foreign  and  non-state  accreditation 
organisations are included in the Register. These organisations cover 13 countries 
and operate in 6 main areas of specialisation.

The accreditation organisations included in the Register were examined by the 
Commission against the criteria established in the Regulation, and decisions were 
taken to include them in the Register.

In  this  process,  strict  compliance  was  ensured  with  such  criteria  as  the 
accreditation  organisations’  full  membership  of  international  networks for 
quality assurance in education,  the international accreditation of educational 
programmes of at least 5 higher education institutions ranked in the Top-3002 
of  reputable  international  rankings, and  the  availability  on  their  official 
websites  of  information  on  the  educational  organisations  they  have 
internationally accredited.

Detailed information by criterion on each accreditation organisation included 
in the Register is provided in Appendix 1.

5.1 By country 

The  analysis  by  country  shows  that  the  largest  share  of  accreditation 
organisations in the Register are from Germany (7) and the United Kingdom (6). In 
addition, Spain is represented by 4 accreditation organisations, and France and the 
USA by 3 each.

The predominance of these countries is explained by the fact that their quality 
assurance systems in education have developed over many years, their accreditation 
organisations are widely recognised internationally, and they are full members of 
reputable international networks such as ENQA and INQAAHE.

From the USA, AACSB, ABET and CAMPEP are included in the Register; they are 
leading  accreditation  organisations  that  set  international  standards  in  their 
respective fields.

2QS Quacquarelli Symonds. QS World University Rankings.
URL: https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings 

12

https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings


Figure 1. Accreditation organisations in the Register by country

Source: Author’s calculations based on Register data.

In addition, Poland, the Netherlands,  Malaysia,  Belgium, the Republic of 
Korea, Switzerland, Portugal and Japan are each represented in the Register by 1 
accreditation organisation.

From the Asian region, accreditation organisations from Japan, the Republic 
of Korea and Malaysia are included. Although their share is relatively small, this 
shows the National Agency’s commitment to including in the Register internationally 
recognised accreditation organisations operating in different regions.

5.2 By area of specialisation

The  analysis  by  area  of  specialisation  shows  that  general-profile 
accreditation organisations predominate in the Register.

In  particular,  their  share  amounts  to  48.4 per  cent.  Organisations  in 
engineering, exact sciences and technology account for 22.6 per cent, business 

13



and management education for  12.9 per cent, and  medicine,  biology and the 
social  sciences for  9.7 per  cent.  The  shares  of  architecture  and  arts and  of 
services and tourism amount to 3.2 per cent each.

Figure 2. Accreditation organisations in the Register by area of specialisation

Source: Author’s calculations based on Register data.

5.3 By institutional experience

The analysis by institutional experience shows that most of the organisations 
included in the Register have a long history of operation.

In particular, 5 organisations were established in 1834–1950, 3 in 1951–1980, 
11 in 1981–2000 and 10 in 2001–2010.

In  addition,  2 accreditation  organisations  established  in  2011–2023 are 
included in the Register.
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Figure 3. Accreditation organisations in the Register by institutional experience

Source: Author’s calculations based on Register data.

This shows that, in establishing the Register, priority was given to accreditation 
organisations with long-standing institutional experience and a stable track record at 
the international level.
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VI. RESULTS OF REGISTERED ORGANISATIONS IN NATIONAL PRACTICE

The practical effectiveness of the Register is reflected in the extent to which it is 
used by higher education institutions.

To date, with the participation of ACQUIN, ASIIN and UNWTO TedQual, which 
are included in the Register, a total of  61 educational programmes at  9 higher 
education institutions have been internationally accredited (as of 30 June 2026).

Figure 4. Number of internationally accredited programmes by higher education institution

Source: Author’s calculations based on Register data.

In  accordance  with  Presidential  Decree  No. PD–21  of  16 February  2026  ‘On 
Additional Measures to Consistently Continue Reforms and Take Them to a New Stage 
within the Priority Areas of the Country’s Development until 2030’, the target has been 
set to increase the number of internationally accredited educational programmes of 
higher education institutions to 133 in 2026 and to 200 by 2030.

The results of the analysis show that international accreditation practice has 
developed relatively actively in certain higher education institutions. In particular, 
Bukhara State University  (18 programmes) and  Andijan State University  (11 
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programmes)  together  account  for  47.5 per  cent of  all  accredited  educational 
programmes.

In the remaining 7 higher education institutions, the number of internationally 
accredited programmes ranges from 2 to 6; among them, Tashkent State Technical 
University has also joined this process with 4 educational programmes.

These  results  show  that  international  accreditation  practice  is  still 
concentrated in a limited number of higher education institutions. At the same time, 
the gradual involvement of new higher education institutions in this process indicates 
growing interest in international accreditation.

Figure 5. Distribution of internationally accredited programmes by organisation

Source: Author’s calculations based on Register data.

By accreditation organisation, ACQUIN ranks first: of the total of 61 educational 
programmes, 39 (63.9 per cent) were accredited by this organisation. This is because 
ACQUIN is a general-profile organisation providing a wide range of accreditation 
services.

Programmes  accredited  through  ASIIN account  for  32.8 per  cent.  The 
organisation’s focus on engineering, information technology and the natural sciences 
is also reflected in how it has been used in practice.
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UNWTO  TedQual has  accredited  2 educational  programmes  in  tourism. 
Although  its  share  is  small,  this  shows  that  narrowly  specialised  accreditation 
organisations in the Register are also used in practice.

At present, only 3 of the 31 accreditation organisations included in the Register, 
i.e. 9.7 per cent, have actually been engaged by higher education institutions.

This indicator shows that the existing potential of the Register is not yet being 
fully used.

This situation is also consistent with the analysis of the sectoral composition 
presented  in  the  previous  section.  In  particular,  most  of  the  accreditation 
organisations  used  in  practice  are  either  general-profile  organisations  or 
organisations  specialising  in  engineering,  while  the  capacity  of  international 
accreditation organisations operating in business, healthcare, architecture and other 
fields has not yet been sufficiently utilised.

From this  perspective,  increasing the practical  effectiveness of  the Register 
requires not only increasing the number of international accreditation projects but 
also  raising  the  awareness  of  higher  education  institutions  of  the  accreditation 
organisations with different specialisations in the Register and of the opportunities 
they offer.

This, in turn, will serve to make more effective use of the Register’s potential, to 
expand international  accreditation  practice  and  to  develop  balanced  cooperation 
across fields of education.
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VII. PRIORITY AREAS FOR IMPROVING THE REGISTER

The analysis shows that the necessary legal and institutional framework for 
establishing and maintaining the Register of International, Foreign and Non-State 
Accreditation Organisations in Uzbekistan has been put in place. However, there are 
also untapped opportunities for further improving the Register and increasing its 
practical effectiveness.

First, the geographical coverage of the Register is international in nature: it 
currently  brings  together  accreditation  organisations  from  13 countries. 
Organisations from European countries predominate in the Register.

Therefore,  attracting  internationally  recognised  accreditation  organisations 
from Asia and other regions in the future will help to ensure geographical balance and 
to expand the scope of international cooperation.

Second, although the Register covers various areas of specialisation, there is 
still a need to expand its coverage in certain fields.

In  particular,  including  in  the  Register  international  accreditation 
organisations operating in agriculture, engineering, medicine, the arts and modern 
technologies will  strengthen its  sectoral  diversification and broaden the range of 
choice available to higher education institutions.

Third, there is a need to raise the awareness of higher education institutions of 
the activities of the accreditation organisations included in the Register.

To this end, more outreach meetings should be held with higher education 
institutions,  and  more  seminars  should  be  organised  by  the  accreditation 
organisations in the Register.

As a result, higher education institutions will gain detailed information about 
the  accreditation  organisations  in  the  Register  and  will  achieve  international 
recognition of their educational programmes by having them accredited by reputable 
accreditation organisations. 
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CONCLUSION

The  establishment  of  the  Register  of  International,  Foreign  and  Non-State 
Accreditation Organisations Recognised in the Republic of Uzbekistan is an important 
institutional mechanism aimed at developing the quality of education on the basis of 
international  standards.  The  Register  makes  it  possible  to  select  international 
accreditation organisations against unified criteria, to regulate their activities and to 
choose  reliable  and  internationally  recognised  partners  for  higher  education 
institutions.

The analysis shows that the necessary legal and institutional framework for 
maintaining the Register has been established and that mechanisms ensuring its 
alignment with the international quality assurance system have been introduced. At 
the same time, there are prospects for further improving the Register, expanding its 
practical application and broadening the scope of international cooperation.

In the future, expanding the geographical and sectoral coverage of the Register, 
digitalising  its  management  processes,  improving  the  monitoring  system  and 
supporting the effective use of the Register by HEIs will further increase its practical 
effectiveness.

Overall, the consistent development of the Register will serve as an important 
factor in deepening the integration of Uzbekistan’s higher education system into the 
international quality assurance area, expanding international accreditation practice 
and further strengthening the openness, reliability and international recognition of 
the quality assurance system in education.
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Appendix 1

Analysis of accreditation organisations against the Register criteria
(as of 30  June 2026)

This appendix analyses the international accreditation organisations included 
in  the  Register  against  the  established  criteria.  The  table  summarises,  for  each 
organisation, its year of establishment, country, the QS Top-300 higher education 
institutions it has accredited, its official website and its membership of international 
quality assurance networks and agreements in education, such as INQAAHE, ENQA, 
APQN, CHEA and ENAEE. The appendix makes it possible to compare the international 
reputation, experience and institutional capacity of the organisations included in the 
Register.
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Appendix 2

List of accreditation organisations by area of specialisation
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Appendix 3

List of internationally accredited educational programmes of higher 
education institutions of Uzbekistan
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