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MEMORANDUM ОF UNDERSTANDING

Ьеtwееп

the Quality Аssчrапсе Аgепryfоr Higher Education, United Kingdom

and

the National Quality Assurance Аgепry for Education under the Administration of the
President of the RepubIic of Uzbekistan

This Меmоrапdчm of Understanding (hеrеаftеr referred - Меmоrапdum) is made between

the National Quality Аssчrапсе Agency for Education under the Administration of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan (hеrеаftеr referred - rUQДДЕ) and the Quality
Assurance Аgепсуfоr Higher Education, United Kingdom (hеrеаftеr rеfеrrеd - аМ). NQДАЕ

and qДД аrе referred to collecively as 'both Parties.'

Whereas
Established iп 1997, QДА is а world-leading quality аgепсу with unmatched ехреriепсе of
providing impartial regulatory and collaborative quality аssчrапсе and епhапсеmепt. QДЛs
mаiп purpose is to ensure that students апd learners experience the highest possible quality

of education.

QfiД бо., this Ьу ýupporting universities and colleges iп working with students, learners,

governments, fчпdёв and regulatory bodies to evidence and епhапсе the excellent quality

апd high standards of education they provide. QAA works to sесurе academic standards in

UK higher educat]on whеrечеr it is delivered across the globe and takes а leading role iп

international developments iп standards and quality, maintaining close relationships with

mапу iпtеrпаtiопаl quality аs5чrапсе аgепсiеs, 8очеrпmепts апd higher education
lnstitutions.

Established in 2025 pursuant to Presidential Decree No. РF-76 of 5 Мау 2025, the NQДАЕ is

the specially authorised state body responsible for external quаliý аssurапсе iп secondary
specialised, vocational, higher апd роsцrаduаtе education, as well as iп the fields of
rеtrаiпiпg and professional development of реrsоппеl and quaIifications assessment. The

Agency carries out special апd соmрrеhепsiче state accreditation, which is mandatory for
state, non-state and foreign educational institutions operating iп Uzbekistan. lп addition, it



develops methodological guidelines fоr establishing internal quality assurance, conducts

monitoring апd evaluation, and рrераrеs policy rесоmmепdаtiопs to enhance educational

quality standards.

The NQдДЕ compiles rankings of secondary specialised, vocational, higher education and

research institutions, as well as organisations for retraining and professional development,

assessing such factors as academic reputation, quality of education, employment outcomes,

socio-moral апd research achievements апd the degree of international integration. Through

this, it епsчrеs trапýраrепсу, accountability апd iпtеrпаtiопаl recognition of Uzbekistan's

education system.

QIAA апd NqМЕ
Having соmраrаЬlе missions апd institutional objectives in the аssurапсе of qualiý iп higher

education, both parties wish to continue and deepen further their соореrаtiоп upon the

terms contained hеrеiп.

Кеу principles: QlДlЦ апd ШQМВ
Both Parties understand and mutually acknowledge their respective independent regulatory

responsibilities as authorised Ьу the separate паtiопа] gочеrпmепts апd/оr as membership

organisations recognised Ьу паtiопаl governments. Both PaЁies have comparable missions

and organisational objectives iп the аssчrcпсе of quality iп higher education, апd поw wish

to establish а сlоsеr professional relationship as equal partners within а collaborative

framework. Both Parties envision benefits to Ье achieved through dialogue and cooperation,

with benefits accruing to both agencies and to the institutions under their purview. Both
parties чпdеffiапd the critical necessiý of maintaining the confidentiality of information

related to institutions, as well as to the agencies themselves as developed through

accreditation activities.

Therefore, both Parties аgrее to the following framework for mчtчаllу supportive and

collaborati.re епgаgеmепt. This Меmоrапdum of UndeБtanding is поt exhaustive and is поt

intended to Ье legally binding between QДА and the NQДАЕ, except where specifically stated,

Areas of cooperation and collaboration

Both Parties shall рursче the following objectives for their mutuaI benefjt:

(а} Mutualunderstanding

Wоrk to епhапсе their understanding of each othe/s аррrоасh to external quality аssurапсе

iп higher еdчсаtiоп, the respective legal, рrосеdчrаl and strategic frameworks and the key

issues relating to academic standards, institutional accreditation and quality епhапсеmепt in

both countrieý;
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(Ь) lnformation ехсhапgе

Exchange information, пеws, updates and professional advice relating to accreditation

рrосеssеs, institutional реrfоrmапсе, quality аssчrапсе methodologies and developments iп

the higher education s},stems of both the UK and Uzbekistan. This ехсhапgе shall respect the

confidentiality of information and adhere to applicab]e data protection legislation iп both
jurisdictions;

(с) Staff development

Where аррrорriаtе and possible, suрроrt the capacity building of each agency's staff

through initiatives such as training workshops, expert-led sеmiпаrs, study visits, observation

of each othe/s accreditation рrосеdurеs and short-term staff exchanges;

(d) Use of each othey's reviewers

Where appropriate and possible, drаw оп qualified rечiеwеrs, assessors оr experts frоm each

other's systems iп оrdеr to iпсоrроrаtе international perspectives into accreditation

activities, particularly iп cases of trапsпаtiопаl educataon or collaborative provision;

(е} Recognition

Where аррrорriаtе and subject to national legisIation, take into consideration the

accreditation decisions, quality assurance judgements апd institutional reviews carried out Ьу

the other party whеп dealing with institutions or programs originating from the othe/s
jurisdiction;

(f} Collahoration

Where appropriate and possible, cooperate оп mutчаllу agreed рЦесts апd joint activities,
including the development of quality аssчrапсе frameworks, improvement of transnational

educat]on quality, promotion of academic integriф, detection of fraudulent institutions оr
providers, sчрроrt of bilateral partnerships and rеsеаrсh iп areas relevant to accreditation

апd higher education quality.

Confidentiality

Both Parties agree to епsurе that апу information of а confidential nature ('confidential

information'} that is shared between Parties is safeguarded and rеmаiпs confidential. Both
PaЁies а8rее not to disclose confidential information received frоm the other without the
written consent of the disclosing Party. Both Раrtiеs acknowledge that, in appropriate cases,

they may reach а separate written agreement about the handling of particu|ar confidential
information оr classes of confidential iпfоrmаtiоп. Both Раrtiеs а8rее that this Article is legally

binding.
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Retention of information

lnformation exchanged чпdеr this Memorandum shall Ье held and disposed of iп accordance

with both Parties retention schedules. Fоr both Рагtiеs, this shal| Ье up to five уеаrs.

lntelIectual property rights
The protection of intellectual property rights shall Ье enforced jп conformity with the natlonal

laws, rules and regulations of the Parties,

The use of the паmе, lоgо апd/оr officiaI emblem, trademark (оr апу variation thereof) оr

other lntellectual Рrорегtу (hereinafter rеfеrrеd to as "Вrапd Materia]s"} of апу of the Parties

оп апу publication, document апd/оr рареr is prohibited without the рriоr written approval

of either Раrtу апd shall comply with aIl conditions set Ьу the other Раrф оп the use of its
Вrапd Materials.

Notwithstanding anything iп paragraph 1above, the intellectual рrореrtу rights iп respect of

апу techпologicaldevelopmeпt апd апу products апd servlces development, саrriеd out:

о jointly Ьу the Party оr research results obtained through the joint activity effort of the

Parties, shall Ье jointly owned Ьу the Parties in ассоrdапсе with the terms to Ье

mutually agreed uроп; апd

о solely and separately Ьу the Раrtу оr the rеsеаrсh results obtained through the sole

and separate еffогt of the Раrtу, shall Ье solely owned Ьу the Раrtу concerned.

settlement

ln the event of а dispute between both Parties, it shall Ье resolved Ьу friendly consultations.

Duration of Меmоrапdчm

The Меmоrапdчm of Understanding willtake effect frоm the date of its signature апd shall

continue fоr five уеаrs unless it is terminated Ьу the giving of three months' notice Ьу either
Party. lt mау Ье extended оп mutual agreement via the signature of both parties.

Alteration of Меmоrапdчm

This Меmоrапdum is signed Ьу the рагtiеs iп а spirit of amicable cooperation. The terms of
the Memorandum may Ье altered with the wrltten approval of both parties.

Мапаgеmепt апd liаisоп аrпrпgеmепts fiorthe Меmоrапdчm

The Chief Executive of QДА {at the time of signing, Vicki Stott} апd the Director of NQДАЕ {at

the time of signing, Bakhtiyor Yuldashev} shall have responsibiliý for mапаgiпg the
implementation of the tеrms of the Меmоrапdum апd taking stock of the terms of the

4



Memorandum on ап аппчаl basis. This responsibility may Ье delegated to relevant members

of the agencies' staff iп relation to particular аrеаs of соореrаtiоп.

Rеючrсеs

Unless alternat]ve аrrапgеmепts аrе specifically agreed to meet particular project

requirements, each Party shall normally cover their own costs of implementing the terms of

the Меmоrапdчm. Fоr раrtiсчlаr areas of cooperation, donor funding may Ье sought from

other sources.

The text of the Memorandum is prepared iп two оrigiпаl copies, in English апd Uzbek, each

having equal legalforce, wjth опе сору for each Party.

Date: 19 September 2025

location: Tashkent Location: Tashkent

vicki stott
chief Executive

The Quality Assurance Аgепсу for
Higher Education

Southgate House

Southgate Street
Gloucester

GLl 1UB

United Кiпgdоm

Теlерhопе z +Щ |452 5570(Ю

Email : QААяIоЬа l@qaa.ac.uk

Website: www.qaa.ac.uk

Bakhtiyor Yuldashev
Director

National Quality Assurance Agency for
Education under the Аdmiпistrаtiоп of
the President of the Republic of
uzbekistan

3О ВоЬur Street

100100, Tashkent
uzbekistan
Telephone: (998) 55-5].6-01-49

Email: info@edupo.uz
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Signaturcs of the Parties:


