
iE.NёLАЕ @
cIMEA

STRATEG lC COOPERATION AG REEM ENT

between

the National Quality Assurance Agency for Education

under the Administration of the President of the Repub!ic of Uzbekistan
and

centro di lnformazione sulla Моьilitё
е le Equivalenze Accademiche

Preamble

The Nationa! Quality Assurance Agency for Education under the

Administration of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan (hereinafter

rеfеrrеd to as the "NQAAE"), а national authority responsible for the

development and implementation of external quality assurance (ОЛ1

arrangements in education, including the establishment of quality

standards and сritеriа, the organization of evaluation and accreditation
processes, the maintenance of relevant registers and ]nformation systems,

and the promotion of transparency and а culture of quality, and

The Centro di lnformazione sulla Mobi!itA е le Equiva!enze

Accademiche (hereinafter rеfеrrеd to as the "ClMEA"), is the official ltalian

body that faci]itates academic recognition, credential evaluation, and

mobility in ltaly, providing comparability and verification to help recognize

foreign qualifications, assisting students, profess]onals, and institutions in

understanding the lta!ian higher education system,

hereinafter individually referred to as а "Party" and jointly as the

"Parties",

Recognizing the growing importance of reliable quality assurance

syste ms, tra nspa rent q ua l ificat]on fra meworks,

Acknowledging the need to align national quality assurance and

recognition practices with internatjonal standard, and Еurореап Нighеr

Education Аrеа (ЕНЕА) principles,

Affirming shared interest in strengthening instjtutional capacities,

enhancing trапsраrепсу of qualifications, supporting cross-border
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recogn]tion, and promotang evidence-based decision-making in quality

aSSu rа nce;

Have agreed as fo]lows:

Article 1. General provisions

This Strategic Cooperatjon Agreement (hereinafter rеfеrrеd to as the

"Agreement") is а framework, non-financial document establjshing the
basis fоr institut]onal соореrаtiоп between the Parties.

This Agreement does not constitute ап international treaty and does

not create rights оr obligatjons under international law.

Cooperation uпdеr this Agreement shall Ье conducted in accordance

with the legislation of the respective States of the Parties.

The cooperatjon shall Ье guided Ьу the principles of mutual respect,

institutional independence, transparency, reciprocity, professionalism, and

volunta rу ра rticipation.

Article 2. Aims and objectives
This Agreement aims to promote institutional collaboration activit]es

between ClMEA and NQAAE, regulating thejr relations to jointly develop
and strengthen opportunitjes and initiatives for cooperation.

The objectives of th]s Agreement аrе to:

establish а structured and long-term institutional partnership

between the Parties;

strengthen cooperation in the fields of academic recognition,

credentia l eva luation, а nd qua lity assurance;

promote transparency and comparability of qualifications between

Uzbekistan, ltaly, and the broader Еurореап and international education

а reaS;

enhance instjtutiona] capacities in recognition, verification, and

quality assu rапсе procedu rеs.

The Parties will collaborate through reciprocal соореrаt]оп and work
towards а Strategic Alliance to facilitate collaboration in higher education,

internationalisation strategies, preventing and countering education fraud,

and enhancing the quality of higher educatjon in ltaly, Uzbekistan, Central

Asia and within the ]nternational higher education community.
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Article 3. Areas of cooperation
The Parties аgrее to cooperate ]n the following areas:

Exchange of information (key policy documents, relevant operatjonal

information in nationa] education-related policies оr systems, databases

and technologically innovative tools in the field of recognition of
qualifications) and expertise within the lim]ts established Ьу the legislation

of the states of the parties.

Collaborate on enhancing the capacity of staff Ьу organizing joint

seminars, workshops, training, study visits and secondments;

Collaborate оп rеsеаrсh, including the publication of scjentjfic papers

and similar documents сопсеrпiпg updates in the higher education field in

sectoraljournals covering specific topics of interest;

СоllаЬоrаtе оп joint оr international act]vities, iп particular in

cooperating in academic qualification recognitjon activities and defining

i nternationa Iization strategies;

Collaborate with the Сепtrе for Preventing and Countering Education

Fraud, hosted Ьу ClMEA;

Establish joint initiatives to develop actions related to the policies of

the European Нighеr Education Аrеа (ЕНЕА), the Еurореап Education Area

(ЕЕА), the European Research Аrеа (ERA), and the Central Asian Higher

Education Аrеа (САНЕА);

Support in establishing international раrtпеrshiрs, considering the

extensive experience of both Parties in European and non-European

рrоgrаmS;
Establish joint research centers/instjtutes on common relevant

topics;

Facilitate contacts and re]at jons with institutions operating at

natjonal (ltaly and Uzbekistan) and regional (Europe and Asia) leve!;

Collaborate in the creation of digital and innovative solutions

including the development of databases and digital platforms, the

application of artjficial intel]igence and innovative tools iп education, and

the development of blockchain-based solutjons jn education.
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Article 4. Coordination and implementation
This Agreement serves as а framework for the activation of

subsequent implementation measures between the Parties and does not

entail any financial obligation fоr either Party.

The implementat]on modaljties of the aforementioned in]tiatives will

Ье governed Ьу specific agreements to Ье signed Ьу the participating

entities, which will also specify апу financial coverage. These agreements

will define the criteria and procedures regulating the mutual commitments

of the participants, the breakdown of activjties, and subsequent monitoring

and evaluation methods.

The Director General of СlМЕД and the Dirесtоr of NQAAE rерrеsепt

the interests of the Parties under this Agreement.

The D]rесtоr of ClMEA Сепtrаl Asia w]ll Ье responsible fоr deveIoping

and implementing actjvities relating to Сепtrаl Asja in ассоrdапсе with the
provisions of this Agreement.

Frоm NQAAE side, Head of Strategic Development and lnternational

Cooperatjon Group will Ье responsible for the implementation of this

Agreement.

Within the scope of this Agreement, the ClMEA Central Asia Regional

Office, in close collaboration with the NQAAE Strategic Development and

lnternational Cooperation Grоuр, will act as а facilitator for activities

between the parties and it shall act as:

А facilitator of cooperation between European and Central Asian

inst jtutions;

А platform fоr policy dialogue, joint research, and international
project development;

А technical and methodological partner ]п matters rеlаtеd to higher

education policies, strategies, quality assurance and recognition standards

and international best practices;

А technical and organisatjonal centre to support public and private

institutions operating iп the field of higher education;

А facilitator for collaborating in the field of digital and innovative

solutions and to create а digitaltransformation strategy.
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The Parties will jointly рrераrе an annual summary rероrt on the

activities carried out.

Article 5. Confidentiality and use of information
The Parties mutually commit to maintaining absolute confjdentiality

regarding jnformatjon received during the execution of this Agreement.

The Parties also agree to provide their consent for the processing of

реrsопаl data provided, in compliance with national and international

legislative frа meworks.

This Agreement does not authorize the commercjal use of the name,

logo, оr officjal documents of the other Party without рriоr written

approval. The Regional Off]ces and other ClMEA structures аrе not to Ье

considered third parties for the purposes of this agreement.

Article 6. Costs and expenses

This Agreement does not involve the transfer of funds between the

Ра rties.

Each Party shall Ьеаr jts own costs arising frоm activities under this

Agreement, unless otherwise agreed in writing.

Article 7. Dispute resolution

Any disagreements concerning the interpretation оr implementatjon

of this Agreement shaIl Ье settled amicably through consultations and

negotiations between the Partjes.

Article 8. Fiпаl provisions

This Agreement shall enter ]nto force оп the date of its signature Ьу

both parties.

The Agreement shall rеmаiп valid for а period of five (5) уеаrs and

may Ье extended Ьу mutualwritten consent.

Amendments and additions may Ье made Ьу mutual written

agreement and shall form ап integral part of this Agreement.

Either Party may term]nate this Agreement Ьу providing written

notice three (З) months in advance.
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Signed in two originals, in English language, all texts being equally

а uthentic.

For the Nationa! Quality
Assurance Agency for Education

under the Administration of the
President of the RepubIic of

uzbekistan

Bakhtiyor Yuldashev

Director

Fоr Centro di !nformazione sulIa

МоЬilitЁ е le Equivalenze

Accademiche (CIMEA)

Date: FеЬru 
^rу 

2О, zozB

. Luca Lantero

r Gепеrаl

Date: FеЬru аrу' ZU, 26rU
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